
AEMA Newsletter: September/October 2018

Dear AEMA Members and Supporters, 

 

One of the highlights of every year is of course the AEMA conference, and the 2018 event

certainly did not disappoint! July saw our conference delegates enjoying two full days in

Adelaide, and much merriment was had by all - as is evident from the conference report

within this issue of the newsletter. The AEMA Committee is also busy finalising the details

of the 2019 conference, and an announcement as to the date and location will be made very

shortly. The Committee would also like to remind all of our conference presenters to

consider submitting their paper as an article to JAEMA - the journal of our association in

which we showcase a selection of current research from both Australian and international

academics focused on the early medieval period.  

 

In other news, AEMA is branching out and we are hoping to sponsor a select number of

panels at other conferences, as detailed in a dedicated section below. If you would like to be

involved - we'd love to hear from you! Secondly, we will be looking to organise a number of

social get-togethers in your capital city. Details will be forthcoming in the next issue of the

newsletter. 
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But not all news is happy, for it is with great sadness that we report on the untimely

passing of one of our loyal members, Professor Anders Ahlqvist. The Committee offers our

sincere condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues. 

 

Finally, please don't forget to keep on sending in notices of changes to the reading groups,

notices of conferences and events which I may have missed, as well as notices of any new

publications or personal notices you would like to share with your fellow AEMA members.  
 

Erica Steiner 

AEMA Newsletter Editor
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Vale Professor Anders Ahlqvist

Professor Anders Ahlqvist, a long-term member of AEMA, passed away suddenly in his

native Finland on 23 August 2018. Professor Ahlqvist joined AEMA on arriving in Australia

to take up an appointment at the University of Sydney in 2008. Celticists, linguists and

early medievalists the world over are mourning the premature loss of a kind and generous

mentor, an inspiring teacher and a loyal friend. 

 

Professor Ahlqvist had a distinguished career in Celtic Studies, following a PhD at

Edinburgh with a spell at Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, and many years at NUI

Galway. He took up the post of inaugural Sir Warwick Fairfax Professor of Celtic Studies at

the University of Sydney on 1 July 2008. Earlier that year, he travelled to Sydney to meet
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with future colleagues, and took on the monolith of the University administration to

arrange for units of study to be offered to students the following year. 

 

On his return to Australia in June 2008, Professor Ahlqvist immediately built relationships

with scholarly and community organisations. He immediately joined AEMA, ANZAMEMS,

the Sydney Medieval and Renaissance Group, the Aisling Society of Sydney, the Sydney

Society for Scottish History and others. On Friday 17 October 2008 he delivered his

inaugural lecture to a standing-room-only audience on the topic ‘Celtic!’. The lecture

reviewed material from each of the medieval and modern Celtic literary traditions. 

 

Professor Ahlqvist began to teach at Sydney at the beginning of 2009, and for five and a

half years, taught three ‘units of study’ in each semester. Every student in Defining the

Celts, Old Irish, Middle Welsh and Modern Irish Linguistics received outstanding teaching

and careful attention. In 2009, Professor Ahlqvist hosted a one day symposium on Early

Celtic Legal Language, bringing together scholars from Sydney, Melbourne and Perth. 2010

saw him hosting the Seventh Australian Conference of Celtic Studies. Reflecting the

widespread respect and friendship for him and his scholarship, an array of senior and

significant scholars of Celtic from around the world came to Sydney. In 2011, he hosted a

day symposium on Early Medieval Mariners in Britain and Ireland, at which colleagues

from the Anglo-Saxon and Norse area of the English Department at Sydney joined Celtic

Studies researchers to share scholarship on this area of interest. 2012 saw the securing of

an Australian Research Council grant by Professor Ahlqvist and partners for a project on

early Irish law, including a specialist conference on Medieval Celtic Law Texts at Sydney in

October 2012. In 2013, he hosted the Eighth Australian Conference of Celtic Studies. 

 

As well as his many activities in Australia, Professor Ahlqvist constantly travelled between

the hemispheres, fulfilling his commitments to Celtic Studies elsewhere – examining

doctoral theses, attending board meetings, planning Congresses, and much else besides. He

spoke several modern and medieval languages, and usually conversed with friends and

colleagues in their own preferred language. 

 

Professor Ahlqvist retired from the Chair of Celtic Studies in December 2013. He left

behind well over a hundred students who have had the privilege of being taught by an

outstanding teacher and scholar. He co-edited four books in the Sydney Series in Celtic

Studies and six volumes of the Australian Celtic Journal. He was a frequent participant in
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AEMA conferences, and contributed book reviews and peer reviewing to JAEMA. Many

AEMA members benefitted from his advice, encouragement and support over the years.

His contributions to scholarship in the fields of Celtic Studies, linguistics, and early

medieval studies are highly significant. We are privileged that he chose to make the most

recent of those contributions here in Australia, and saddened by his untimely passing. 
 

Dr. Pamela O'Neill 

Medieval and Early Modern Centre, University of Sydney 
 

On behalf of the entire AEMA community, we would like to extend our deepest

condolences to the family and friends of our esteemed member and colleague, Anders

Ahlqvist, on the sad occasion of his recent passing. His contributions were many and great,

and we will feel his absence keenly.

 

The AEMA Committee

AEMA Sponsored Conference Panels, Sessions, and Study Days

Following on from the announcement last issue that we are seeking AEMA members who

are willing to convene sessions or panels at other conferences, the next AEMA-sponsored

CFP is for a panel at IMC Leeds 2019:

 
“Materialities of Antipodal Medievalism: displaced materiality and cultural

consumption of the northern Middle Ages for the peripheral medievalist.” 

 

Antipodes are periphery to the European core, and recent developments in decolonisation

and the Global Middle Ages have contributed to understanding the inherent nature of the

core/periphery dialectic that subsists in medieval studies. Access for antipodal scholars

(however defined) to the materialities (the products, the evidence) of medieval cultures of

the northern hemisphere is heavily mediated, through hegemonic and competing

mechanisms of scholarship (such as the academy) as well as through non-formal means,

including popular and social media. 
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